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(w) Logical Mining Unit reserves has
the meaning set forth in the term log-
ical mining unit recoverable coal reserves
in § 3480.0–5(a)(23) of this title.

(x) Maximum economic recovery has
the meaning set forth in § 3480.0–5(a)(24)
of this title.

(y) Mineral leasing laws mean the
Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as amend-
ed (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), and the Min-
eral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands of
1947, as amended (30 U.S.C. 351–359).

(z) Mining plan means a resource re-
covery and protection plan as described
in § 3480.0–5(a)(39) of this title.

(aa) Mining Supervisor means the au-
thorized officer.

(bb) Mining unit means an area con-
taining technically recoverable coal
that will feasibly support a commercial
mining operation. The coal may either
be Federal coal or be both Federal and
non-Federal coal.

(cc) Operator means a lessee, explo-
ration licensee or one conducting oper-
ations on a lease or exploration license
under the authority of the lessee or ex-
ploration licensee.

(dd) Permit has the meaning set forth
in 30 CFR Chapter VII.

(ee) Permit area has the meaning set
forth in 30 CFR Chapter VII.

(ff) Public bodies means Federal and
state agencies; political subdivisions of
a state, including counties and munici-
palities; rural electric cooperatives and
similar organizations; and nonprofit
corporations controlled by any such
entities.

(gg) Qualified surface owner means the
natural person or persons (or corpora-
tion, the majority stock of which is
held by a person or persons otherwise
meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion) who:

(1) Hold legal or equitable title to the
surface of split estate lands;

(2) Have their principal place of resi-
dence on the land, or personally con-
duct farming or ranching operations
upon a farm or ranch unit to be af-
fected by surface mining operations; or
receive directly a significant portion of
their income, if any, from such farming
and ranching operations; and

(3) Have met the conditions of para-
graphs (gg) (1) and (2) of this section
for a period of at least 3 years, except
for persons who gave written consent

less than 3 years after they met the re-
quirements of both paragraphs (gg) (1)
and (2) of this section. In computing
the three year period the authorized of-
ficer shall include periods during which
title was owned by a relative of such
person by blood or marriage if, during
such periods, the relative would have
met the requirements of this section.

(hh) Reserves has the meaning set
forth in the term recoverable coal re-
serves in § 3480.0–5(a)(37) of this title.

(ii) Secretary means the Secretary of
the Interior.

(jj) Sole party in interest means a
party who is and will be vested with all
legal and equitable rights under a
lease, bid, or an application for a lease.
No one is a sole party in interest with
respect to a lease or bid in which any
other party has any interest.

(kk) Split estate means land in which
the ownership of the surface is held by
persons, including governmental bod-
ies, other than the Federal government
and the ownership of underlying coal
is, in whole or in part, reserved to the
Federal government.

(ll) Substantial legal and financial com-
mitments means significant investments
that have been made on the basis of a
long-term coal contract in power
plants, railroads, coal handling and
preparation, extraction or storage fa-
cilities and other capital intensive ac-
tivities. Costs of acquiring the coal in
place or of the right to mine it without
an existing mine are not sufficient to
constitute substantial legal and financial
commitments.

(mm) Surface coal mining operations
means activities conducted on the sur-
face of lands in connection with a sur-
face coal mine or surface operations
and surface impacts incident to an un-
derground mine, as defined in section
701(28) of the Surface Mining Control
and Reclamation Act (30 U.S.C.
1291(28).

(nn) Surface management agency
means the Federal agency with juris-
diction over the surface of federally
owned lands containing coal deposits,
and, in the case of private surface over
Federal coal, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, except in areas designated as
National Grasslands, where it means
the Forest Service.
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